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Bishop Fabbro: TGF yall
By Most Rev. Ronald Fabbro, C.S.B.
Bishop of London

“When I remember you in my prayers, I 
always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith 
toward the Lord Jesus” (St. Paul’s letter to 
Philemon). These are my sentiments too, 
as I address you, the young people of our 
diocese. Thank God for you all.

The enthusiasm and joy that are manifest 
in your faith are an encouragement to all 
of us in our diocese. They bear witness 
to your closeness to God and remind us 
that holiness is always youthful. We know 
what a blessing it is when you are pres-
ent and involved in our parishes. We are 
grateful for your participation in liturgi-
cal ministries as lectors and altar servers, 
in youth ministries, and in works for the 
poor and needy.

I want to acknowledge the many ways 

that you are carrying out the work of the 
Gospel. The acts of kindness, generos-
ity and self-sacrifice that you perform in 
your parishes, as well as in your families, 
your schools and your local communities 
are sure signs of your love for Jesus.

Let me take you to a place that will 
support your work for the Gospel and 
deepen your love for Jesus.

For three weeks last October, I was in 
Rome for a special meeting of bishops 
called a synod. Pope Benedict XVI was 
present at the meeting. The synod con-
sisted of 253 bishops from all over the 
world, including six from Canada. Also 
in attendance were about 50 priests and 
lay observers, selected because of their 
expertise in biblical studies or their work 
with the Bible. The purpose of the synod 
was to reflect on the Bible and how God 
speaks to us in the Scriptures, especially 
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Watz yth ministry?
By Dan Moynihan
Youth Ministry Specialist

Youth Ministry happens To Youth
This is the active outreach by adults and 
peers which engages our young people 
in the life, mission and ministry of the 
Church. At times young people are not 
involved in the planning of, or the carry-
ing out of ministry, but are the recipients 
of the hard work and dedication of a 
caring community. We hope they meet 
Jesus in deeply personal ways and are 
invited to live this relationship out within 
the church. It is in this mode that we can 
discuss the passing on the rich heritage of 
the church. The faith, lived out in joy and 
hope seeks to inspire a deep love for Jesus, 
the Church and the sacraments. 
 
Youth Ministry happens WITH Youth
This mode of ministry calls us to walk 
beside the giftedness of our young people. 
We are called to make room for young 

people to use their gifts 
to make Jesus present in 
their parishes, schools, 
homes and communities. 
Young people are often 
grounded in a deep sense 
of justice and a desire to 
reach out to those who 
are impoverished or in 

need. I am convicted that we can keep 
young people within the church’s embrace 
with our principles of justice and ser-
vice; while they contemplate and grow in 
understanding of our moral teachings. Of 
course this is a general statement and can-
not be applied for each particular young 
person, but youth ministry leadership has 
affirmed in a variety of ways , that young 
people will easily say yes to helping those 
in need. Often there is much excitement 
to participate in dignified, proactive op-
portunities for service.

In the spirit of Ministry happening 
WITH young people we cannot over look 
the communion saints. The heroes and 
heroines of different times who modeled 
virtue and fidelity often in very difficult 
circumstances. Frassati, Agnus of Rome, 
Terese of Liseux, Kateri Techawitha and 
the list goes on. These young people con-
tinue to walk with us as beacons of hope 
and companions for our journey.

Youth Ministry happens FOR Youth.
At times, our efforts can be looked upon 
as pure gift. We can have no expectation 
of return, and possibly not even a thank-
you. We may even be left feeling like we 
have been used. And we ask, was it worth 
it?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2>>>
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I once received a young man that 
was not very well known to me 
into a weekend retreat experi-
ence. He arrived two hours late 
on the Friday night, unloaded 
his gear and joined the group. 
He demonstrated himself to be 
a likeable kid, pretty self confi-
dent, but not really into the Jesus 
thing. This young man’s mother 
had made contact with me weeks 
earlier because she had, in her 
words “no idea what to do with 
him anymore”. Drugs were a part 
of his life and respect for author-
ity was not. She had wondered 
if there was anything the church 
could do to “fix” her son. I pro-
posed the retreat as a beginning 
so she signed him up. At the con-
clusion of the weekend the boy 
was gone and I did not see him 
for about five years. He showed 
up on my doorstep one day and 
wished to express gratitude for 
the retreat weekend. He articu-
lated that the days of that retreat 
were the only two days of his se-
nior high school experience and 
young adulthood that he could 
remember not being high, and 
because he had the strength to be 
clean for those two days, he had 
the courage to get the assistance 
he needed to sober up. I have not 
seen this young man since that 
day and I am not sure what his 
relationship with Jesus and the 
Church is, but we must consider 
that at times that if all our youth 

ministry efforts are doing is help-
ing people grow into the fullness 
of their humanity, then we are on 
the right track. 
 
Youth Ministry happens BY 
Youth
In many of our parishes in the 
diocese elements of youth min-
istry are carried out for younger 
adolescents by older adolescents. 
This is Youth Ministry happen-
ing BY young people. I would 
like to stretch us a bit with this 
point. Can we consider where 
ministry, not just youth minis-
try can be lead BY our young 
people. Consider that small proj-
ect of WYD 2002 – That small 
project that was bigger than the 
Olympics. Out of the 340 people 
who worked for our national 
World Youth Day office, 240 of 
them were young people. They 
are capable of great things. If our 
Canadian Church can manage 
WYD on the heals of 9/11 and 
all the other issues impacting the 
world and the church in 2002, 
then what could we not possibly 
overcome in the future – and 
young people did this.

A couple of thoughts on where 
we can intersect with our young 
people and their families:
As I reflect upon parish life, it 
seems to me an important point 
of contact is the sacraments, 
particularly those of Initiation. 
For a variety of reasons, these 

moments are still of 
significance to a great 
number of our families. 
Many of our parishes offer 
life giving, needs meet-
ing, faithful formation for 
young people preparing 
for the Sacraments. We 
can ask ourselves, if we are 
invited to know the young 
people by name at these 
times, then how can we be 
proactive and pragmatic 
in deepening the relation-
ship between the young 
person and Jesus Christ 
within the Church? Simply, 
if we know these young 
people by name at the 
time of their Sacramental 
experiences, then how can 
we invite them to deepen 
their relationship with the 
Sunday community? 

Another area of focus 
can be the forty hours of 
community service that young 
people must complete in order to 
graduate from high school. We 
may ask ourselves, how can our 
parishes be supportive of young 
people as they fulfill this respon-
sibility? I think these moments 
become important because we 
can move the context of service 
away from obligation and into a 
response to one’s baptismal call. 

In my heart I pray that the winds 
of Pentecost continue to inspire 

and move us into news ways of 
being. May we make room in this 
church by, with, to and for the 
young. A church that is pilgrim 
= a church that descends from its 
heights and walks among us – a 
church that will truly inspire us 
to give to the world – give to our 
cultures the flavour of the Gospel 
and the brilliant light of Christ.

The last word to our Cana-
dian Bishops “Young people are 
entitled to participate in all this 

goodness because of their bap-
tism. Any steps required to draw 
young people into celebration are 
worthwhile. We have a rich and 
proud heritage and we are re-
sponsible for passing it on to our 
youth. We must do that with all 
the resources and commitment 
at our command. This is a rich 
heritage which will continue to 
bear rich fruit for all generations 
until the end of time.” (Youth at 
Worship, 1999)
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By Fr. Matthew Kucharski
Vocations Director

There is no doubt that a person’s earthly fulfillment and 
ultimate happiness greatly depend on properly 
discerning God’s will. Yet how 
many only involve God as an 
‘afterthought.’ God loves each of 
us so deeply and wants what is 
best for us. God calls each person 
to a life of holiness. But in what 
way are you being invited to live 
that holiness – as a single person, a 
married person, a priest, a dea-
con, a brother or as a consecrated 
woman? Discovering one’s voca-
tion is a supernatural work and thus 
is impossible without the help of 
divine grace, especially when con-
sidering a religious vocation. Prayer 
is at the center of trying to figure out 
God’s will. The one being called must 
be ‘tuned-in’ to God through prayer and those around 
him/her also need to pray. Prayer provides strength and 
guidance. It is through prayer that God speaks quietly to 

the heart. One of the more powerful ways our young peo-
ple today are praying is through adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament – having one-on-one, heart-to-heart conver-
sations with Jesus.  

However, even that is not 
always enough to take the 
next step. Human fears and 
doubts often inhibit the one 
being called from “check-
ing out” priesthood or the 
consecrated life. They need 
a friend, a family member, 
a mentor, or a parishioner 
to ask the question, “have 
you ever thought about 
becoming a priest or 
sister?” They need to be 
encouraged and affirmed 
that somebody believes 
they have the necessary 

gifts for such a vocation. They need to hear people that 
they respect and trust, speak positively about the Church 
and religious vocations. They need to see others joyfully 
living a life of service, especially in church-based minis-

tries. So many of our young people do not believe others, 
especially family and friends, will support them or will 
approve of the possible way God may be calling them. 
Few make snap decisions about who they will marry (it 
takes time, it takes asking questions, it involves testing 
the waters). A call to ordained ministry or the consecrat-
ed life requires the same. 

Resources are available for those considering a religious 
vocation or for those helping another discern such a 
vocation by contacting the Vocations Office  at  
1-888-548-9649. 

Some helpful websites are vocations.ca or vocationguide.
org (general info sites), VocationMatch.com (interac-
tive questionnaire), lifeteen.com (for high school youth), 
sacredspace.ie (daily prayer session). 

God is calling, how are you answering (or how are you 

helping somebody answer)?

Do you know what you want to be? 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1>>>
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Praying Scriptures  
with Your Children
By Pedro Guevara-Mann 

“One does not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.” 
(Mt. 4:4)

How do you bring the Word to 
life for children?

We sometimes forget that “the 
Church has always venerated 
Scriptures just as much as she 
venerates the body of the Lord” 
(Dei Verbum #21). I remember 
many years ago, having a discus-
sion with a classmate about the 
most important part of the Mass. 
“It’s the teaching,” said he. “No,” I 
replied, “It’s Communion.” But if 
we look at the Mass, it is divided 
into two parts: the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. Both are equal.

One of my favourite scripture 
passages is from Luke 24: The 
road to Emmaus. We some-
times tend to focus on how the 
disciples, “recognised Jesus in 
the breaking of the bread” (vs. 
35) but I love that Jesus “begin-
ning with Moses and all the 
prophets, interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all 
the scriptures” (vs. 27). Jesus 
used scriptures; He didn’t just 
quote scripture, He interpreted 
scripture.

And so, I’d like to offer the fol-
lowing tips to help you, not just 
read and pray with scriptures, 
but to do so with your children:

•	 Read them prayerfully: Fr. 
Graham Keep suggests this 
prayer before reading scrip-
ture: “Bless us, O Lord, and 
these thy gifts, which we are 
about to receive from your 
bounty, through Christ, our 
Lord.” Sound familiar? If 
scripture is nourishment, 
then why not approach it as 
nourishment?

•	 Read them frequently: Do 
you include a short scripture 
reading when you pray with 
your children? The Church 
offers several daily readings, 
in the Office of Readings, 
the Daily Office and the dai-
ly readings. Most of us have 
access to a Missal. Open it 
up and read the day’s Gospel 
with your children. Do this 
every day.

•	 Read them again: Here’s a 
suggestion. Read it once and 
then ask your kids what one 
word stuck out for them. 
They don’t have to explain it, 
just one word. Or ask them 
which character in the story 
they would like to be. Then 
read it again. See if the word 
or the character has changed.

Lastly, there are many resources: 
if your kids prefer comics or 
graphic novels, try the MANGA 
bible (www.mangabible.com). If 
your daughter is into magazines, 
get her the REVOLVE version of 
the New Testament (published 
by Thomas Nelson). They also 
have REFUEL (for Boys) and 
several others. Just note: These 
do not include the “Catholic” 
Deuterocanonical books, but the 
translation is generally the same.

Read the Bible. I am a great be-
liever of reading it from begin-
ning to end. But if you think that 
is too daunting, pick a book and 
read a chapter every day. Your 
children will see you spending 
time with scripture and in time, 
they will learn to do the same.

Pedro Guevara-Mann is a Pro-
ducer at Salt + Light Catholic 
Television. He is the host of S+L 
Radio on the Catholic Channel, 
Sirius 159 and XM 117 and reads 
the Bible daily with his lovely wife 
and their two children in Holland 
Landing, Ontario.

Ministry Idea:
How can this article get into the 
hands of young families within 
our community?

Daniel J. McNamara, LL.B. Norman A. Pizzale, LL.B.
200 Queens Avenue, Suite 220, London, Ontario   •   519-434-2174
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By Rev. John Comiskey
 
As you approach the day of your 
celebration of Confirmation, 
people may be thinking about 
a gift for you; some may even 
ask what you would like. It’s a 
tough question at Christmas 
sometimes, even at birthdays: do 
you want a “religious” gift? what 
about cold hard cash? Should 
this be something that is more 
like a keep-sake? These ques-
tions may be running through 
your head. Here are some ideas 
that may help for this special day 
when it may be even tougher to 
answer.
 
We know gift giving can be a 
very good thing. Gifts can help 
us mark this important day, this 
important moment. So we ask 
ourselves, “how can the gifts I 
receive assist me in living out 
this Sacrament?”
 
It’s probably a good idea to think 
about various answers for the 
special people in your life that 
want to remember this impor-
tant event. Some “religious” gifts, 
like a bible, a crucifix, a medal 
or small stature of your patron 
saint, can be great keep-sakes 
to remember the event but also 
that special person in your life. 
How cool it would be to have 
something that you could keep 
for decades, perhaps to show 
your own children when they 
are confirmed. “Here’s the bible 
(or statue, or medal) my grand-
parents gave me when I was 
your age. I’ll never forget them 
or my Confirmation!” This kind 
of gift would keep on giving, 
since it could hold memories for 
years to come and it reminds us 
to think our relationship with 
God every day. 
 
Clothing is a great gift too, and 
can be very practical, especially 
as you are probably growing and 
need new clothes on a regular 
basis. But, here’s an idea to go 
along with that: Let’s say you 
receive a new sweater, jeans or 
shirt. It would be a great time to 
go to your closet and find things 
that you could give to the poor. 
They could be items that do not 
fit you any more, or that you 

don’t wear as often. It becomes a 
gift that keeps on giving because 
you pass along what you have 
from your abundance.
 
Cold hard cash ... always wel-
come but also something that we 
can use to share our abundance. 
Gifts of money can be used to 
purchase something we need 
such as up-grading computer 
equipment, new sports equip-
ment, or part of our uniform for 
high school. But it’s a great idea 
too if we think about what we 
are replacing. Could someone 
use the old stuff that we no lon-
ger use? Just like going through 
our closets to give away unused 
clothes, perhaps we can find 
a new home for some of these 
things. 
 
Cash comes in handy in other 
ways. We might want to begin 
a savings account for univer-
sity or college education if we 
don’t already have one. Perhaps 
we could buy some small gift 
or treat for other members of 
our family, especially younger 
brothers or sisters. Perhaps we 
could think of a special cause we 
would like to support with some 
of the cash we receive.
 
I am reminded of one family 
who, when passing on gifts of 
money to their children or God-
children asked the Confirmation 
Candidate to give 25% to charity, 
25% to into savings for their 
education and then they were 
free to spend the last 50% on 
themselves.
 
There are many ways to share 
“gifts that keep on giving”. Each 
one is a concrete sign that our 
Confirmation calls us to dis-
cipleship in a new way, that we 
are serious about following the 
teachings of Jesus. As you re-
ceive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
may you be strengthened to 
share these and all the gifts you 
receive that day.

Ministry Idea:
Why not pass this article on to 
Confirmation candidates, their 
parents or sponsors?

The Gift that Keeps on 
Giving at Confirmation
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through his Incarnate Son. God continues to speak 
to the Church in the Scriptures and in discerning 
his will in our day-to-day actions.

It was a marvelous experience for me to participate 
in the synod. A highlight was the two weeks we 
spent listening to the five-minute interventions 
of each bishop and observer. These were deeply 
moving testimonies of the many ways God is pres-
ent and active in the life of the Church. Although 
there are vast differences in countries around the 
world, the interventions clearly showed that people 
everywhere are experiencing a hunger for God. By 
encouraging a love for the Scriptures, the synod 
wanted to respond to this spiritual hunger.

I firmly believe that the synod has much to offer 
you, the young people of our diocese. It affirms 
you in the longings you experience for something 
more in life than what the world can offer. The 
Bible is not simply an account of God’s actions in 
the past. Reading the Bible with faith will open you 
to God, who speaks to you in the daily circum-
stances of your lives. It will enable you to draw 
closer to Jesus, who satisfies the deepest longings 
of your heart.

In my intervention at the synod, which is included 
with this letter, I emphasize that Jesus wants to 
have a living, personal relationship with us. He 
wants us to enter into a close friendship with him. 
I point out that a sure way to develop this intimate 
relationship with Jesus is through a regular prac-
tice of prayerful meditation on the Scriptures.

I also speak of the meaning of the Eucharist for 
us as Catholics. On Sundays, we gather for the 
Eucharist to celebrate our relationship with Jesus, 
the one who sacramentally dies for us, and to unite 
our prayer of praise and thanksgiving to his prayer 
to the Father. We listen to the Scripture readings 
and to the homily, in which the priest breaks open 
the word God speaks to us and helps us discover 
his presence in our lives. When we receive Holy 
Communion, Jesus gives us his own life and so 
nourishes our faith and deepens our friendship 
with him.

I invite you to read my intervention and to reflect 
prayerfully on it, so that together we may discover 
fully its implications for our lives and the life of the 
diocese. How does it apply to you in your relation-
ships with family, friends, peers and teachers? The 
three questions at the end of my intervention will 
help focus your reflections.

I am interested in your responses to these ques-
tions. On June 3, I will be meeting with a cross sec-
tion of young people from our diocese to discuss 
my intervention at the synod. Your reflections will 
be the heart of this discussion. I ask you, therefore, 
to send your reflections to me.

Through Mary’s fiat, the Son of God became flesh. 
In listening to God’s word and pondering it in her 
heart, Mary is the model for all of us who seek to 
be disciples of Jesus. Through her intercession, 
I pray that you may grow in faith and draw ever 
closer to her Son.

DONOHUE
FUNERAL HOME

Proudly serving the Catholic community since 1930

Our knowlegeable funeral directors will assist in all areas  
of bereavement, be it burial, cremation, pre-need or at need services.

John and Patrick Donohue, Doug Manners, 
Margaret Bloomfield and Lindsay Allan

362 Waterloo Street (at King) 
London, Ontario

519-434-2708 
www.donohuefuneralhome.ca

donohue@donohuefuneralhome.ca

I invite you to prayerfully read and reflect on my  
intervention.  Once you have read it through please  
complete the three reflection questions.

I will meet with a cross section of young people from our 
diocese this June to discuss my intervention and your 
reflections.
    + Bishop Fabbro

Synod Intervention:

The bishops of Canada realize that to renew parish life 
we need to encourage a prayerful listening to God’s 
communication of himself and his relationship with 
humanity as presented in the Scriptures.  Developing a 
deep, living, active faith is unachievable if we merely go 
through the motions of religious practices such as Mass, 
prayer and service to the poor without a living, person-
al relationship with Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word.

We need to practise proven methods of becoming 
one with Christ.  One example is lectio divina: a slow, 
contemplative reading of a passage of scripture that en-
ables us to meditate on God’s love.  This prayerful read-
ing of the biblical text, which is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, draws us into a personal encounter with Christ.  
This personal encounter gradually transforms our lives 
so that we can bring the message of love to others.

Prayerful meditation on the Scriptures always leads us 
to solidarity with the poor.  When we intentionally reach 
out to the poor, our hearts are opened in fresh, new 
ways to God’s word which we listen to in the Scriptures.

Many people hear the word of God proclaimed in the 
Sunday readings each weekend at Mass.  In the homily, 

the priest breaks open the word of God, who speaks to 
us in the circumstances of our lives. He assists all those 
gathered to discover a firm reference point in their lives.  
When the community gathers in this way to pray and 
contemplate the Scriptures all areas of life are em-
braced and challenged.  

As your Bishop, it is my responsibility to find ways to 
support parishes, to encourage people to seek meaning 
in their practice of prayer and sacraments and to assist 
people in deepening their personal relationship with 
Jesus, the Word. 

Reflection Questions:

When do you reflect on the word of God that speaks to 
you in the Scriptures, how does it impact your life?

As noted in the first paragraph, going through the mo-
tions of religious practice is an obstacle in our journey 
of faith.  How can young people break through this and 
develop a living personal relationship with the Incar-
nate Word, Jesus Christ?

The parish Sunday Mass deepens our experience of 
prayer and sacrament.  Does this happen for you?  If so, 
why?  If not, how could it?

Please e-mail your responses or any questions to   
WordOfGod@rcec.london.on.ca by May 15.
 
Be sure to include your first and last name, school, city 
and grade. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1>>>
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Givers or Takers - Preparation for Confirmation 

  2009

with  

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, csb
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5:30 pm Reception  7:00 pm Dinner

Proceeds from this year’s event 
will support  

St. Peter’s Institute for 
Catholic Formation

www.stpetersseminary.ca

 

 

 Tickets on
sale now!

519-432-1824 
ext 255
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A charitable receipt will be issued  
for a portion of the ticket price  

For more information, call the number above  
or e-mail fmonaco@uwo.ca 

Charitable Registration # 88817 9702 RR0001

   With a benefit performance by 

   Donnell Leahy & Natalie MacMaster      

By Fr. Chris Geveart

Of my memories of Grade 
Eight, there are a number that 
stand out, but one in particular 
always keeps coming back to 
me. It was an address given by 
our grade eight teacher Mr. 
Stokes. During his address the 
one thought that he wished to 
impart to our graduating class 
was a short statement. He said, 
“You are who you hang out 
with.” In our relationship with 
God we quickly discover that 
to know God we must know 
ourselves and often, who we 
spend our time with reveals 
much about ourselves. In other 
words, we surround ourselves 
with people who typically sup-
port our behaviour and way of 
life. Therefore a really important 

question we can ask ourselves 
is this, ‘Do I like the way my 
friends act around others and 
when we are together?’ At first 
glance this seems to be a very 

easy question to answer, so let 
me ask it in another way. Is my 
friend’s behaviour something 
that I would want to repeat in 
front of my grandmother? 

Beyond this question however is 
a motivation, a drive if you will. 
What is it that moves a person to 
get up in the morning? Perhaps 
I am somewhat simplistic in 

my assessment, but I propose 
that there are two basic types of 
people in the world. There are 
givers and there are takers. At all 
times both drives can exist in a 
heart but I suggest that we 

mainly exist in the world as giv-
ers or takers. 

A taker is someone who looks 
after themselves first and then 

maybe others later. The world 
exists so that they can have life. 
In other words they act as if the 
world revolves around them. 
There is great tension in a taker’s 
heart. There is the constant fear 
that someone else will get to the 
prize first. Takers have a hard 
time celebrating others gifts and 
successes and are often upset 
when they are not recognized 
for any minor achievement. 
When I look at my friends, do I 
see people who like to celebrate 
my victories and successes or 

The First Annual 
Bishop’s Dinner
 London & Surrounding Communities

If I were to have children, would I want them to be like me? 

If I were a teacher, would I want someone like me as a student?

What are those qualities in my life that are  
truly life-giving to myself and others?

are they sometimes too often 
involved in themselves to notice 
anyone but themselves? Remem-
ber, our close friends often reveal 
the truth about ourselves.

A giver is someone who discov-
ers the joy of life in the giving of 
themselves to others, whether 
it is family, friends or strangers. 
The meaning of life comes from 
a series of relationships where 
the question is not ‘what can I 
get from this person?’ rather it 
is ‘how can I contribute?’ The 
giving of oneself ceases to be a 
sacrifice but the joy of seeing 
one’s life as a bigger fabric of life. 

As I have suggested earlier, to 
some extent everyone has the 
traits of being both givers and 
takers. The question at hand is 
to what degree I am a giver and 
a taker. Here are a few questions 
for consideration?

If I were to have children, would 
I want them to be like me? What 
traits about myself would I like 
to hand on and what character 
traits would I not want them to 

learn?

If I were a teacher, would I 
want someone like me as a 
student?

What are those qualities in 
my life that are truly life-
giving to myself and others?

There is no doubt that the 
journey of self discovery 
can be very intimidating. 
However, when we can 
honestly look at our lives 
and celebrate the good that 
is in us, we can have the 
confidence to challenge 
those things that need to 
change as well. In this way 
all of us learn to become 
givers coming to know 
our God who has given us 
everything in the gift of his 
Son Jesus.

Ministry Idea:   
This article may be a great 
discussion starter for a 
class visit by a priest or 
pastoral team member.
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By David Kantor

Brief Biography: David Kantor, 35, grew up in southern 
Ontario, and sports played a big role in his life from an 
early age. He particularly enjoyed baseball, basketball 
and volleyball, but after high school, he chose to pursue 
volleyball, which lead him to the Queen’s University 
varsity team and eventually to Team Canada and profes-
sional teams in Holland, Belgium, Spain and Germany. 
We have interviewed David with the hopes of inspiring 
our student athletes and coaches to look closely at the 
integration of faith and athletics.

How did sport fit into your life in elementary and high 
school? 

My parents taught my two sisters and me to be well-
rounded, so sport was just one aspect of our life priori-
ties, which also included our family, faith, academics, 
friends and the arts. My parents completely supported 
us and encouraged us in our sports – in fact, my parents 
chose our high school mainly based on its proximity to 
our house so it would be easy for us to get to and from 
our practices and games.

Tell us a bit about your athletic accomplishments.

It would be misleading to call them “my” athletic ac-
complishments. After all, I have God to thank for this 
6’8” body – with very long arms and legs. I definitely 
had humble beginnings in sports. I sat on the bench 
on the junior volleyball team in grade nine because my 
body just wasn’t coordinated. Through determination 
and hard work, I 
was able to excel 
in sports and use 
the athletic gifts 
God gave me. With 
Team Canada, we 
won the bronze 
medal at the 1999 
Pan Am Games 
and placed twelfth 
and eighth at the 
World Champion-
ships and World 
Cup. My biggest 
accomplishments, 
though, were those 
that also recog-
nized academics 
and commu-
nity involvement 
– receiving those 
awards affirmed 
that I was on the 
right track.

With all the de-
mands of compet-
ing at such a high 
level, what specifi-
cally did you do to 
stay grounded in 
your faith? 

My volleyball 
career was an 

extension of the solid foundation of faith my parents 
had given me. I was in constant conversation with God, 
in prayer and thanksgiving, to help me see beyond the 
sacrifice and hardship to the rewards, all of which are 
inherent in sport. Wherever in the world Team Canada 
brought me, my first question when we arrived at the 

hotel was, “Where is the nearest Catholic church?” I 
found it so life-giving to see our universal church in ac-
tion ... all over the world, the same Mass with the same 
prayers was being celebrated.

Student Athletes - An Opportunity to Grow Faith

Oct 9-18: Shrines of Italy Pilgrimage  
with Fr. Eugene Roy
Oct 23-Nov 1: Marian Pilgrimage to Fatima and 
Lourdes with Fr. John Jasica

March 19-28: Holy Land
May 7-16: The Shroud of Turin and Northern  
Italian Shrines with Fr. Graham Keep
May: Canadian Battlefields of World War II  
(Two segments: Italy and Northern Europe)  
with Claus Breede) 
May 21-30: Oberammergau Passion Play and  
Our Lady of All Nations with Fr. Chris Gillespie
May 24-June 6: Oberammergau Passion Play and 
Danube River Cruise
Sept 17-26: Fatima/Lourdes and Santiago de 
Compostela with Fr. Jim Roche

Aug: World Youth Days with Fatima and Barcelona 
with Fr. Graham Keep
Aug: World Youth Days with Fatima and Santiago 
with Fr. Steve Savel

Eucharistic Congress in Dublin with Shrines of 
Ireland with Bishop Colli and Fr. Graham Keep

Pilgrimages & Customized Tours

Pilgrimages open for registration and confirmation
Contact: George Cifa 

Uniglobe Instant Travel
519-660-6966 x233 or 1-800-361-1334
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Protect Our Children

In order to protect children, anyone who knows of any acts of sexual abuse 
or any perpetrator of abuse, whether priest or lay person, whether historical abuse or  
current, is obliged to report the abuse to the Children’s Aid Society at 1-888-661-6167 

and the Ontario Provincial Police at 1-888-310-1122.

Camp Olalondo Lives On!

The Board of Governors of the former Camp 
Olalondo (Our Lady of London), 

which ceased operation in 2003 after 50 
years as a children’s camp, has developed 

the Camp Olalondo Memorial Fund.

Financial assistance is available to any 
individual, group or organization within the 
Diocese of London which best satisfies the 
criteria of the fund and supports the objec-

tives of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan. The fund 
is directed towards helping young children 
and youth to experience camping activities, 

projects and leadership opportunities.

For more specific information and an appli-
cation form, please contact Carol East at the 

Diocese of London Chancery Offices, at 
519-433-0658. 

Application  
Deadline:  

May 15, 2009

Are you a retired or semi- 
retired accountant/auditor?

The Diocese of London is forming an 
internal audit department 

and is seeking qualified people.  

Audit programs are developed by our 
Audit Committee.  Audits would be 

conducted at parishes in your area.  It 
would be helpful to have some audit-

ing experience.  

For more information 
Please contact Dave Savel, CA

Financial Administrator 
519-433-0658 x222 

dsavel@rcec.london.on.ca

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE>>>
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Is there any advice you can give to coaches today? 

Know that your players are people, not just athletes. Sport provides outstanding opportunities for 
athletes to learn about good values, selflessness, thoughtfulness, perseverance, work ethic, teamwork ... 
pretty well any virtue can be taught through sport.

How did your teammates respond to 
your faithfulness?

I was typically the only churchgoer 
on the team, and I wasn’t afraid to 
be open about my faith. Because 
I stood out in this way, my Team 
Canada teammates started calling me 
“Church”, and they would often come 
to me with questions about life, ethics 
or faith, which drove me to ques-
tion, and ultimately confirmed and 
strengthened, my faith. 

A speaker once made a parallel that 
sport is a great parallel to our faith 
life. We practice a sport in private to perform in public, just as we nurture our faith in private through 
prayer, contemplation and the sacraments to prepare ourselves for public witness. Does this parallel 
ring true for you?

Definitely, yes. On top of regular practices, we would also work behind the scenes at visualisation and 
scouting opponents, the fruit of which came during our games. Faith-wise, I would always take on the 
road with me a travel-sized Bible and a daily devotions book. Fitting in the time to pray wasn’t easy, but it 
was the only way to keep myself 
on track as a person. My public 
witness of faith then came in 
subtle ways, such as going to 
Church, being called “Church”, 
and making the sign of the cross 
with my hand after a big play.

Student Athletes 
How do I allow the lessons 
learned through the practice 
and performance of sports to 
shape my faith life?
 
Who are the people who make 
it possible for me to participate 
in sports? What gifts has God 
given to them?
 
Coaches
How do I allow faith to impact 
my role as coach?
 
How does my role as coach 
draw young people and their 
parents into a greater awareness 
of the virtuous life?

Ministry Idea:  
Are there any student athletes 
or coaches who might benefit 
from reading this?

“The correct practice of sport must be 
accompanied by practicing the virtues of 

temperance and sacrifice . . . 

While playing sports, Christians also
 find help in developing the cardinal virtues—
fortitude, temperance, prudence and justice.” 

 -John Paul II

Please fill in the form below with your gift to our missions and get
a free subscription toCatholicMissions In Canada Magazine.

Please visit our website atwww.cmic.info.
Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City _______________ Prov. ____________ P.C. ______

Tel. No. ________________________________________
Mail to: Catholic Missions In Canada

201 - 1155 Yonge Street
Toronto ON M4T 1W2
Tel (416) 934-3424
Toll Free 1 (866)YES-CMIC (937-2642)

‘Lord ,
this isa
people that
longs tosee
your face.’

Psalm24

Your gift helps bring the light of  Christ 
and His salvation to mission communities.
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General Contracting, Roofing and Sheet Metal,  
Masonry, Woodworking and Interior Restoration 

Roof Tile Management is proud to have worked 
with the Diocese of London on a 

wide range of projects: 

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica, London

St. Justin, London

St. Mary, London

St. Patrick, London

St. Clement, McGregor

Holy Name of Mary, St. Mary’s

St. Joseph, Chatham

St. John the Evangelist, Woodslee

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Parkhill

St. Anne, Tecumseh

St. Patrick, Kinkora

St. John the Baptist, Amherstburg

and many others

Contact Us:
360 Gibraltar Drive  

Mississauga, ON L5T 2P5
905-672-9992

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE>>>
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It takes two!
*certain restrictions apply - call for full details

Pre-plan
together, 

today

Regardless of age, pre-planning your cemetery arrangements 
together simply makes sense - financially and emotionally.

Contact your area Catholic Cemetery today. 
Find out how easy pre-planning can be with available interest-free payments*


