
Praise to you, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for in your infinite love
you care for your people
by the ministry of priests.

May their faithful service
bring lasting good to your Church
and great happiness to them.
Help them to do what is right,
that by their teaching and living
we may grow in the knowledge of 
your love.

As our priests instruct your people,
enlighten them with the wisdom of 
Christ the Teacher.

As they preach your Word and celebrate the sacraments,
sanctify them with the holiness of Christ the High Priest.

As they face weakness, suffering and discouragement,
strengthen them with the grace of Christ the Life-Giver.

As they work for peace, unity and healing in your Church,
uphold them with the courage of Christ the Reconciler.

Giver of all good gifts,
make the ministry of our priests
a spiritual offering pleasing to you,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Prayers for Priests
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Divine and Holy Shepherd,
remember at all times
the men who have taken up your call
to deny themselves and follow you.
They are your shepherds,
your precious and beloved priests
who walk courageously in the footsteps of Peter.

We Your people ask that You grant them
every grace to carry out Your mission,
to find within the daily living of their 
vocation,
all of the joy, the hope and the faith
that they will need to be true disciples 
of Your Word.

May they know Your strength
in times of struggle,
Your wisdom
in times of doubt,
Your comfort
in times of sorrow,
and Your abiding hope
in times of uncertainty.

Bless the young ones with 
perseverance,
bless the old ones with patience,
and bless them all - young and old 
alike - with peace.

For they are our blessing,
the fulfilment of Your great promise to us,
and we are truly grateful
for their courage,
for their service,
for their vision,
and for the gift of their priesthood.
Amen
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Lord Jesus Christ,
eternal High Priest, you offered yourself to the
Father on the altar of the Cross and through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit gave your priestly
people a share in your redeeming sacrifice.

Hear our prayer for the sanctification of our priests.
Grant that all who are ordained to the ministerial
priesthood may be ever more confirmed to you,
the divine Master. May they preach the
Gospel with pure heart and clear conscience.

Let them be shepherds according to your own Heart,
single-minded in service to you and to the Church
and shining examples of a holy, simple and joyful life.

Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
your Mother and ours, draw all priests and the flocks
entrusted to their care to the fullness of eternal life where
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God; for ever and ever.

Amen
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