
The Catholic Church has been there for you and 
your family during the most important moments 
of your life.

By planning a gift now, you can leave a legacy that 
will support and nourish the Church today and for 
generations to come.

Leave a legacy of faith 
by remembering your 
Church in your Will

Leave a
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Legacy

For parishes:

“To pay to [parish name and 
municipality,] the sum of $___ OR 
___ percentage of the residue of my 
estate, for the general use of the parish.  
Notice of such legacy is to be given 
to the Parish, to the attention of the 
Pastor, and to The Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese 
of London in Ontario, to the attention 
of the Director of Accounting.  The 
receipt of the Financial Administrator 
of the Diocese or of the Director of 
Accounting of the Diocese for such 
legacy shall be a good and sufficient 
release and discharge to my Estate 
Trustee(s) for the payment of such 
legacy.”

For St. Peter’s Seminary:

“To pay to St. Peter’s Seminary 
Foundation the sum of $___ OR ___ 
percentage of the residue of my estate, 
for their general use.”

For the Diocese of London:

“To pay to the Roman Catholic Episcopal 
Corporation of the Diocese of London 
in Ontario, the sum of $___ OR ___ 
percentage of the residue of my estate, 
for their general use.”
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Did you know?

Sample wording for your Will:

• Your parish, St. Peter’s Seminary, and the 
Diocese of London are all registered charities 
and eligible to be named in your Will, resulting 
in tax breaks.

• If you own shares (securities) that have 
increased in value, there are generous tax-
saving rules that allow you to donate your 
shares to the Church during your lifetime. 
You get a charitable tax receipt for the current 
value of the donated shares and you pay no 
capital gains tax.

• Other types of planned gifts include real estate, 
life insurance, annuities, RRSPs, RRIFs, and 
other investments.  

• Your generous gifts can be given both during 
your lifetime as well as in your Will.

• You should obtain professional advice in 
planning gifts and preparing your Will.

For more information please visit 
www.dol.ca/give



A Will outlines where you wish your 
estate to go, allowing you to direct your 
assets to whom you wish - namely heirs 
and the charities and organizations most 
important to you.

With a Will, your heirs’ tax burden is 
reduced.  Your chosen executor(s) will 
follow your wishes and instructions as to 
gifts from your estate.

It is advisable to review your Will 
periodically and update it when necessary, 
for example due to changes in 
income tax legislation, or to reflect 
changes in assets or a change in 
your chosen executor(s).

Help your parish...
• continue to serve the community
• provide for spiritual needs of future generations
• support pastoral ministries such as family and 

youth ministry, sacramental preparation, visiting 
the sick or bereaved, school visits, Children’s 
Liturgy, and summer bible camps

• fund upkeep of historic church buildings
• allow expansion or construction of needed 

facilities

What is a Will?
A Will is a legal document that contains directions 
regarding the distribution of your estate among the 
persons or charities that you want to benefit.  A Will 
also names one or more representatives who will be 
responsible for carrying out your wishes.

What if I don’t have a Will?
Without a Will, the Province of Ontario 
will consider you “intestate” and your 
estate will be managed by a Court-
appointed administrator who will 
distribute your estate according to the 
laws of Ontario.  

Your assets may not be distributed as 
you wish, and charities - including the 
Church - will not be entitled to any gift 
under your estate.

This can needlessly create a very difficult 
s i t u a t i o n 
for your 
family, at 
an already 
emotional 
time.

Leave a legacy of faith: Remember the Church in your Will
Why have a Will?

Help St. Peter’s Seminary...
• sustain education and formation of seminarians
• form and educate permanent deacons and lay 

leaders to work in our parishes
• offer Master of Divinity and undergraduate 

courses
• provide vital programs, such as Parish Nursing 

and the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry, which 
support parishes

• operate the A. P. Mahoney Library and Rev. 
Michael Prieur Archives

A gift in your Will can make a difference!
Help the Diocese of London...
• minister to those who are poor, refugees, migrant 

workers, families and youth, and those in 
hospitals and long-term care

• support retired and infirm priests
• foster and promote vocations to the priesthood 

and religious life
• provide ongoing formation and development for 

priests, deacons, and lay pastoral ministers
• promote evangelization and missionary parishes


